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Many fads have spread from the gay subculture to become part of the 
national culture. One of the latest is the recreational use of butyl 
nitrite or "poppers", sold under a variety of trademarks such as "Rush", 
"Locker Room", "Bolt", etc. The effects of its use have begun to be 
investigated more closely, but practically nothing is known about the 
results of long-term use. LE-HI-HO's February 25 meeting will include a 
presentation of what is currently known about butyl nitrite, with an 
opportunity for individual and group discussion. A series of taped 
reports from KYW radio (Philadelphia) recently broadcast will be played, 
with additional information coming from a lengthy article in the current 
issue of Christopher Street. Bring along any other materials you may have; 
shared personal experiences and knowledge could be a valuable contribution. 

Our January 28 meeting with the showing of Sunday Bloody Sunday was a 
great success, with the largest crowd (30-40 people) assembled in perhaps 
a year and also the largest number of women in many a moon. We hope you 
all come back to make future gatherings equally as successful. Keep in 
mind, too, that each meeting is different; if you don't like your first one, 
try another! 

BRIEFS*****A committee to plan LE-HI-HO's 10th Anniversary celebration 
in May or June has formed under Joe Burns. The idea of a dinner/banquet 
with speakers and entertainment appears to be most likely, but more ideas 
and especially volunteers are welcome.***** The Lesbian Discussion Group 
functioning in the Easton area for the past few months has been such a 
success that there is now interest in a similar group for men. All those 
interested in such a discussion/support group should attend a general 
meeting held on Monday, March 5 at 8:00 p.m. in Easton, at which formation, 
scheduling and goals of the group will be discussed. As new members will 
probably not be solicited after a short time, now is the time to get 
involved. Further information: call Charles Luecke, 253-4353 or contact 
LE-HI-HO. 

DATES *****Feb. 23-25 (Fri-Sun): National Gay Conference. Friends Meeting 
House, 4th & Arch, Philadelphia. $15.00.Concerns proposed national gay 
march on Washington. *****Feb.25 (Sun), 2:00 p.m. LE-HI-HO General Meeting 
(see above). Unitarian Church of Lehigh Valley, 701 Lechauweki Ave., 
Bethlehem (Fountain Hill). Two blocks south of 1500 Broadway.*****Feb. 25 
(Sun), 7:30 pem. Lesbian Coffeehouse. Easton YWCA. Entertainment. To 
be continued weekly if successful.*****March 5 (Mon), 8:00 p.m. Gay Men's 
Discussion Group. (see above).*****March 10 (Sat): Pa. Lesbian/Gay Support 
Network, N.E. District. Place t.b.a. Issues: gay problem drinkers, 
transsexual resources, input for Pride '79.*****March 13 (Tues), 7;00 p.m.: 
LE-HI-HO Board of Directors Meeting, Allentown. Visitors welcome!****® 
March 25 (Sun), 2:00 p.m. LE-HI-HO General Meeting. Unitarian Church.***** 
October 19-21 (Fri-Sun): Pride '79. Second Annual Statewide Lesbian/Gay 
Conference.. Airport Holiday Inn, Pittsburgh. For further info on these 
items, call Bob Steelman (866-6390) or Rick Balmer (866-6320). 


LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS***** On December 28, 1978, Pa. Attorney General 
Gornish stated that the Justice Department now considers it illegal to deny 
professional licenses to qualified gay candidates. Among the 22 professions 
licensed by the state are teachers, physicians, dentists, insurance agents, 
nurses, accountants, veterinarians, real estate brokers, and barber/ 
beautician/cosmetologists. ***** On January 22, New Jersey state senator 
Joseph Maressa abandoned his attempt to reinstate criminal penalties for 






Maressa simply lacked enough support to 
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consensual adult homosexual acts. 
pass his bill, and was being increasingly ridiculed from many sides. 
The Gay Movement has discovered somewhat after the fact that the state of 
Vermont eliminated criminal penalties for homosexual acts in 1977! 21 states 
have so far taken this step, but not Pennsylvania; here you can still get 
five years or a $2,000 fine. ****®* On January 24 Detroit, Michigan, enacted 
a strong gay rights ordinance, making it the largest U.S. city so far to 
pass such a law. *****Harry Britt, a gay San Francisco auditor and former 
Methodist minister, was recently selected by mayor Dianne Feinstein to 
complete the unexpired term of assasSinated city supervisor Harvey Milk. 


RECENT LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS: BOOK REVIEWS 





Get Off My Ship! (E. Lawrence Gibson). This is the story of Ensign 
Vernon E. Berg's attempt to remain in the Navy after he was charged with 





committing homosexual acts. Written by Berg's lover, the book is the his-... 


tory of the proceedings taken by the Navy against Berg and of his subse- 
quent trial. It is written in a terse, journalistic style which can be 
slow reading at times. Get Off My Ship! contains good insight into the 
frustrations encountered as well as the prejudices of the prosecutorSe 
The immense emotional support given to Berg by his friends, family an 
former colleagues is refreshing, as is their courage and moral character. 
Gibson also includes suppressed studies of homosexuality conducted by the 
Navy in the 1950's which are objective and interesting. 

Dancer from the Dance. (Andrew Holleran). Heralded as the gay novel of 
1978, this book succeeds in depicting homosexual lifestyles and in present- 
ing characters in a sympathetic, realistic light. Although the novel is 
set in New York City, it succeeds in describing not only metropolitan gay 
life, but it also becomes macrocosmic in scope and therefore pertains to 
the common elements of gay life everywhere. 

Malone, the paradigm of the gay romantic ideal, becomes enveloped by the 
outward trappings of gay life. He becomes a circuit queen, his life becom- 
ing a merry-go-round of bars, discos, baths, parties and one-night stands. 
"The Vergil who leads Malone through this inferno is an outrageous trans- 
vestite called Sutherland. Where Malone is beautiful, Sutherland is wise. 
Malone is the personification of love; and Sutherland, a leper in the gay 
world, is beyond the hope of love." 

This odyssey into the never-never fantasy of the gay world leads one to 
question his own involvement in parallel situations. It is a quest in 
which there are no long-range rewards and where the spoils are collected 
by the young, the attractive, the hedonistic. Once these assets have van- 
ished one must resign himself to a less prominent position at the edge of 
the dance floor, as an observer watching the parade that has passed him by. 
Indeed, there seems to be little left over after the dance. After all, 
these people live for the dance. "We live", the narrator says, “on certain 
chords in a song, and the proximity of another individual dancing beside 
you, taking communion from the same hand, soaked in sweat, stroked by the 
same tambourine." 

Dancer from the Dance is well worth reading because it is a well-written 
account of homosexual life and because it offers insights concerning the 
syndromes of gay life. Malone concludes that what he has experienced has 
not meant very much. He concludes: "Never forget that all these people 
are primarily visual people. They are designers, models, photographers, 
graphic artists...And being people who live on the surface of the eye 
they cannot be expected to have minds and hearts." And finally he con- 
cludes rather sardonically, "At least I learned to dance." 


